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Alternative Housing Project Gets Nine Organizational Sponsors 


Rural America announced recently that it now has nine organizations as sponsors for its alternative 
housing project. Under the project, Rural America designs houses which can make homeownership a 
reality for families now priced out of the housing market. The houses are of three basic designs and are 
intended to test the long-term market for small, low-cost, energy efficient houses suitable for small 
families, first-time homeowners and elderly couples. Rural America is a national coalition which 
advocates improved conditions for rural citizens including housing, health, education, income and 
economic development. 


HUD unveiled a three-bedroom model for Rural America last year which cost less than $15,000 as part 
of the program known as the Alternative Housing Design Demonstration (AHDD). It was built in 
Metcalfe, Miss., as one of three designs engineered to give maximum value per dollar spent for 
materials. It was constructed for an estimated $11,200 plus $2,500 for land. At the time of the 
unveiling, it was appraised at $21,000 but was offered for sale at approximately $14,000. The model 
home was constructed on a reinforced concrete pier foundation which reduced the need to excavate the 
site. It is heated with a passive solar unit backed up by a masonry wood stove. The basic structure can be 
expanded easily. 


Rural America says it plans to construct.about 50 of the alternative houses under the project. The role of 
sponsors will include finding suitable building sites, modifying designs to fit local needs and 
conditions, clearing the designs with local building code jurisdictions and HUD area or service offices, 
securing financing, building five to 10 houses and marketing the completed houses. * 


Additional information on the alternative housing project may be obtained from Rural America, 1346 
Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/659-2800). David Knepper is the organization’s 
energy and construction standards specialist. 


Magazine Lists the Nation’s 10 Largest Builders 


A recent issue of the Professional Builder magazine listed the 10 largest builders in the country as of last 
April. The ranking was based on sales (in millions). They include: 


. U.S. Home Corporation, Houston, $935.3 

. Centex Corporation, Dallas, $885 

. GDV Inc. (a subsidiary of City Investing Co.), New York, $627.5 

. Lincoln Property Company, Dallas, $510 

. Ryan Homes, Inc., Pittsburgh, $496.1 

. Kaufman & Broad Inc. , Los Angeles, $495.5 

. Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company (a subsidiary of the Weyerhaeuser Company), Tacoma, 
Washington, $392.6 

. Skyline Corporation, Elkhart, Ind. , $325.3 

. Shapnell Industries, Inc. , Beverly Hills, Calif., $302.8 

. National Housing Partnership, Washington, D.C. $297.5 








Census Bureau Plans Series of Reports on Housing 


As part of the 1980 census publication program, the Bureau of the Census has announced that it plans 
two Subject Reports on housing and population. Each of the reports will concentrate on a major subject 
area such as energy, mobile homes, housing quality, migration, education, employment, etc. 
Publications in the housing series will cover such subjects as recent movers, space utilization, structure, 
and condominiums. Data will be presented by race and Hispanic origin for areas with at least a specified 
number of persons in relevant population groups. 


The tentative content of each planned housing report is described below: 


* Housing of the Older Population — This report will contain information on housing units with 
householders or other occupants 60 years or over, and will be basically the same as the 1970 report, 
Housing of Senior Citizens. New items have been added such as telephones in each unit, central heating 
systems, selected monthly owner costs, and selected monthly owner costs as a percentage of income. A 
new table in this report will provide information on the value of owner-occupied housing units without a 
mortgage by age of persons and income. 


* Mobile Homes — This report will present characteristics of mobile homes and their occupants. The 
items include type of household income, industry, house heating fuel, and information on the poverty 
level. Data will be shown for the Nation as a whole, regions, and other areas with large numbers of 
mobile homes. 


* Residential Energy Patterns — This report will present characteristics of housing units cross- 
classified by selected energy items such as housing heating fuel, cooking fuel, water heating fuel, and 
the mode of transportation to work. Data will be shown for the United States and regions. 


* Recent Movers — This report will contain characteristics of housing units whose occupants moved in 
between January 1979 and March 1980. Data will be shown for the United States and regions. 


* Space Utilization — This report will be similar to the 1970 report. Information will be presented on 
space utilization of the housing inventory cross-classified by various housing and household 
characteristics. Some of the items included will be rooms, persons, persons per room, and units in the 
structure. 


* Structural Characteristics — This report will present structural characteristics cross-classified by 
various housing and household characteristics. Among the items to be covered will be units in structure, 


year structure was built, heating equipment, and plumbing facilities. Data will be shown for the United 
States and regions. 


* Housing Quality — This report will present information on housing units and the existence of selected 
conditions such as plumbing facilities, persons per room, source of water, sewage disposal and kitchen 
facilities. Data will be shown for the United States and regions. 


* Condominiums — The content and format of this report will be basically the same as the 1970 report 
except cooperatives will not be included. The emphasis will be on structural and household 
characteristics. Data will be shown for the United States, regions, and other areas with a large number 
of condominiums. 


The Census Bureau said that in addition to the Subject Reports listed above, it will publish housing data 
collected in a 1980 Census Supplementary Questionnaire for American Indians. Additional information 


on the pending reports may be obtained from the Data User News, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C., 20233 (301/449-1670). 








NHLP Completes Book on HUD Housing Programs 

The National Housing Law Project (NHLP) says it has just completed a new book on HUD housing 
programs entitled HUD Housing Programs: Tenants’ Rights. The manual covers the HUD rental 
housing programs, including the public housing, Section 8, Section 236, Section 22 1(d)(3), and the 
rent supplement programs. 

In addition to program descriptions, the book covers the following topics: 

@ admissions and eligibility 

@ individual tenant rents 

@ project-wide rent increases 

© excess charges and utility charges 

@ security deposits and leases 

®@ maintenance, security, and management 

® tenant participation 

@ grievance procedures and evictions 

@ loss of units from the programs, and 


© common legal issues that arise in enforcing program requirements. 


The NHLP said the manual brings together in one place the relevant cases, statutory provisions, 
regulations, handbooks, notices, and circulars and HUD general counsel opinions. 


Copies of the manual are available from the NHLP, 2150 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 300, Berkeley, 
Calif., 94704, for $75 each. Orders must be prepaid with check or money order and addressed to the 
attention of Richard E. Blumberg. 


Publications Available 


The following publications are available from the National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs, 1521 
16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/232-3600). 


Urban Disinvestment: New Implications for Community Organization, Research and Public Policy. 
Prepared by Arthur J. Naparstek and Gale Cincotta (1976), the publication discusses why 
neighborhoods need a comprehensive approach to reinvestment. It clarifies obstacles to reinvestment 
and the role of disclosure legislation and proposes agendas for additional reinvestment efforts. It also 
gives valuable information for countering and preventing redlining practices in neighborhoods. $2.50. 


Reviving an Inner City Community. Written by Ed Marciniak (1977), the publication is a case study 
which narrates, step-by-step, how the residents of one of Chicago’s oldest ethnic neighborhoods came 
together to shape their future. It discusses the growth, decline and revitalization of the urban 
neighborhood. $3.00. 


Who’ s Left in the Neighborhood? Written by Monsignor Geno Baroni and Gerson Green (1976), this is 
a comparative analysis of 87 white, black and Hispanic inner city neighborhoods in 18 metropolitan 
areas. The neighborhoods were primarily poor and working-class areas, mostly in the older industrial 
centers of the Northeast, Middle-Atlantic and Midwestern sections of the Nation. $1.50. 





Significant Litigation 


Mandalay Shores Cooperatives v. Pierce, No. 80-356-Civ-T-H (M.D. Fla., April 8, 1981) (Notice of 
Appeal) 


Plaintiff is appealing the decision of the District Court which held that §246 of the National Housing Act 
does not require the Department to sell a Secretary-held multifamily project to a tenant cooperative. 
The District Court, in ruling in HUD’s favor, held that the law does not mandate a particular method of 
sale for Secretary-held projects, but rather vests discretion in the Secretary to dispose of the property. 


Colbert v. Mission Hills Apts., Pierce, (CA 81-162 (N.D. Fla., filed April 8, 1981) 


In this purported class action, plaintiff, a tenant of a Section 8 New Construction project in Leon 
County, Florida, claims that HUD’s interim rent adjustment procedures do not provide due process, 
and therefore violate the Fifth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The plaintiff claims the project 
owner violated the HAP contract and the U.S. Housing Act. Allegedly, the tenant suffered a loss of 
income and requested a “‘recertification,’’ providing the property manager with the information 
necessary to verify the income change. The manager did not process an adjustment and eventually 
sought eviction for nonpayment of rent. In addition to declaratory and injunctive relief, the plaintiff 
seeks retroactive **recertification’’ and an order compelling HUD to promulgate regulations regarding 
interim adjustments which meet due process standards. 


Vandermark v. Housing Authority of the City of York, et al., No. 79-1064 (M.D. Pa. Feb. 5, 1981) 
(Notice of Appeal) 


Plaintiffs have filed a notice of appeal as to the decision of the District Court which had held that the 
York Housing Authority’s (YHA) policy of refusing Section 8 assistance to persons owing the YHA 
money was consistent with the United States Housing Act and HUD regulations. The District Court 
held that the policy did not violate plaintiffs’ rights to due process and equal protection under the U.S. 
Constitution and that HUD’s approval of the policy did not constitute rulemaking under the 
Administrative Procedures Act. 
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